Lujan Opposes Debt Ceiling Bill

Monday, August 1, 2011

Washington, D.C. — Congressman Ben Ray Lujan of New Mexico’s Third District released the
following statement today after voting against a bill on the debt ceiling.

“Republicans have led us to the brink, holding an increase in the debt ceiling hostage while
running up deficits with tax cuts to millionaires and billionaires and two wars. For months | have
urged my Republican colleagues not to take our country to this point.

“Throughout this debate | have called for a balanced approach that reduces the deficit and
provides certainty so our economy can create new jobs. We need a responsible approach to
cuts and revenue. | believe that we cannot cut the deficit on the backs of the middle class and
seniors. With a middle class that is slowly disappearing in our country and families struggling to
make ends meet, | cannot accept a proposal that asks nothing from billionaires, the privileged
few in this nation, yet fails to fully protect Medicare for our seniors.

“It is unfortunate that the debate over increasing the debt ceiling, which took place 18 times
under President Reagan and seven times under President Bush, has turned attention away
from what is first and foremost in the minds of the people of New Mexico — job creation and
protecting Medicare. | hope that once the debate on the debt ceiling is addressed, the
Congress will turn its full attention to creating jobs and putting people back to work.”
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